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4 5 The Natural Hiſtory . 5 
EMvU, which though not ſo tall, is of 
equal bulk. It is ſeven feet in height, 


from the top of the head to the ground j 
and from the back to the fame place 


it is about four feet; and conſequent | 
iy the neck to the top of the head i 


| threb feet long. From the top of the 


head to the rump) when the neck. 10 
fretched out in a right line, it js fix 
ſeet long, and the tail is about à foot; 
One of the wings without the feathers 
is a foot and a half, and being ſtreteh- 
ed out with the faethers, three feet. 


The Plumage is generally black and 
white, tho' ſome of them are grey 
The largeſt feathers are at the-extref 


mities of the wings and tail, and. are 


8 


generally white. The next rom is 
black and white, and others black. 


T here are no feathers on the ſides, 


„„ Rr rr wrgoary 
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5 of Hon the thighs, or under the wings. 
1ght, The lower part of the neck, about, 
und] half way, is covered with ſtill ſmaller 
lacey feathers than thoſe on the belly, and 
eur back; and of theſe likewiſe, ſome are 
ad 10 black, and others white. | 


f the 7 All theſe feathers are of the ſame 
ck iu kind, and peculiar to. the OSTRICH 


is fix for other birds have ſeveral ſorts, 
foot, Home of which are ſoft and downy, 
land others hard and ſtrong. Oftrich 


Inſomuch, that they are. of 1 n uſe for 


„ # x <6 


their ſhaft exactly! in the middle. The 


Kel 


Ter 


feathers are almoſt all as ſoft ; as down 1 


fence nd external injuries. The 
wing feathers of other. birds have the | 
webs broader, on one fide than the 
other; but thoſe of the Oſtrich have 


uhper part of the neck and head are co- 
- B % ©. vered. 


e 


properly would have to be blue. The 
| bill is ſhort and pointed, and is two Wil 
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vered with very fine, clear, white hair, 
that ſhines like the briſtles of a hog, 
and in ſome places there are ſmall tufts WF 
of it, conſiſting of about twelve hairs, WF 
a twelfth part of an inch in length. 
All the hairs of a ſingle tuft have but 
one root, which is a ſmall tube, about 
the thickneſs of a little pin. 

At the end of each wing there are 
two ſpurs, almoſt like the quill of a 
Porcupine. They are an inch long, 
and about an eighth of an inch thick Wl 
at the baſe, hollow, and of a horny 
ſubſtance. The neck ſeems to be more Wl 
ſlender in proportion to that of other 
birds, becauſe it is not furniſhed with 
feathers. The ſkin in this part is of 
a livid fleſh colour, which ſome im- 


inches | f 


Of BIRDS 7 
ches and a half broad at the begin- 
ing; and the external ferm of the 


ye is like that of a man. The upper 
ye-lid is adorned with eye- -Jaſhes, 


airs, 
oth. Irger than on the lid below. The 
but _mgue is ſmall and very ſhort, In 


re it is about an inch long, and 
F ry thick near the throat: in others 
is but half an inch, being a little 

prked at the end. The thighs are 
Fery fleſhy and large: and they are 
Wovered with a white ſkin, or rather a 
etle reddiſh, and wrinkled in the man- 
Wer of a net, whoſe meſhes will admit 
he end of the finger. Some have very 


her 
ith nall featbers here and there on the 
of Pighs: and others again, have neither 


Pathers nor wrinkles, What art call- 
tue legs of birds, but are more pro- 
* the beginning of the feet are 
| B 4 covered 


8 The Natural Hiſtory 
covered before with large ſcales. The 


end of the foot is cloven, and has only: 


two very targe toes, which like the teg 
are covered with ſcales. - Theſe toes 


ate unequal, and the largeſt, which is 


inwards, is ſeven inches, including the 
claw that is three-fourths of an inch 


in length, and almoſt as broad. The 


other toe is but four inches long, eee 
is without a claw. 

An Ofrrich is the moſt greedy bird 
that is known, for it will devour lea- 


ther, graſs, bread, harr, or any thing 


elſe that is given him; however, he 
does not digeſt iron and ſtones as ſome 
have pretended, but voids them whole. 
In Africa there are ſeen ſuch droves 
of them in deſarts, that ſome at à diſ. 
tance have taken them for an army of 
horſe; yer are alſo great numbers of 


EI 55 | F ” them 


of BIRDS: 9 
them in Arabia, and in America; but 


I theſe laſt are of a different kind. They 


lay very large eggs, they being above 
five inches in diameter, and ſome of 
them will weigh fifteen pounds. They 
have a very hard ſhell; and it has been 
commonly ſaid, that they are lain in 
ſand, and hatched only by the heat of 
the ſun; but this is a miſtake, for they 
fit on their eggs like other birds, and 
the male and female take it by turns. 
Some authors have told us, that O.. 
triehes never regard their young after 
they are out of their ſhell; hut this 
likewiſe is a miſtake, for the young 
ones are not able even to walk for ſeve- 


ral / days after they are hatched; during 


which time the old ones bring them 
graſs, and are very careful in defend - 
ing them from. any deriges ; inſomuch 
4 a that 


9 


ee 
. Mbeo ted LN 
— 


. * 9 
o =, R * 
3 


E R ett §,wnm:̊⁹ A ‚ . ] 4 Oey ART 


IO l > * 2 
r . os atk 2 24 
— 


— 


oo 
you. 
* 
* 


— 
. 


, — OO In * 


— 
* * * N * * 3 ww N * 


3 * * 
< N * 7 . 
r 


a. "os y - 


r 
pe nr. 
Ls %. 


— LT 7 "3 K 
e 5 1 
5 4 


the Camel does among beaſts, and their 


8 n than choice ; for it muſt needs 
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10 The Natural Hiſtory 2 
that it is not ſafe for any perſon to | \ 
come near them at that time. ie 


In general the Oſtrich may be ſaid to 
hold the ſame- place among birds, as 


natural places of abode are the ſame. 
The wings of the Oſtrich are very 
ſtrong; but too ſhort to enable him to ſp 
riſe from the ground; however they ſpe 


ferve-him like ſails, or oars, to repet Tet 


the air, and enable him to run * 
iwiltly. | BEE 


The fleſh of an Oftrich 3 is of no uſe, ad 


as food, at leaſt in the moſt civilized o 


parts of the world; but we are told 7 


that the e en of the Deſarts of I. 


Africa are very fond of it, and eat Oſ- 
triches as we do geeſe and ducks, 
which perhaps, may be more owing to 


be 


 ®BL 


2 Of BIRD S. 11 

1 to ſ very hard of digeſtion. However, 
ze brains of Oſtriches' have been for- 

d to gerly accounted a great delicacy ; in- 
„as much, that Hzliopabalus, Emperor of 
heir me, greatly noted for his luxury, 
me. We day made a feaſt, wherein the heads 
ery W fix hundred Oftriches were ſerved , 
1 to ip for the fake of the brains. The 
hey gs are ſaid to be well taſted, and ex- 
pet Femely nouriſhing; but they are eaten 
ery Þ ſeldom, on the account of their 
' Farcitv, that there are no proper 
dges of them in theſe parts of the 
orld. ; Ny 55 
The American Oſtricb, is ſomewhat 
ſs than the former. They have four 
des on their feet, three before, and 
ne behind. Their plumage conſiſts of 
ey feathers, expanded on the back, 
: 48 
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as far as the tail. The head is like 
that of a Gooſe, and they are no more 
able to fly than the former. They are 
exceeding ſhy, and ſo ſwift, that: 
greyhound can hardly overtake them 
they feed upon graſs, are of a graz 
colour, and larger than à grea 
Turkey- cock in England. 1 
The Flying Oftrich of Senegal, is of 

the ſize of a. Turkey-cock, and has 
legs and neck like the, true Oftrich 
but the head is large and round, with 

+ a thick, ſhort, ſtrong: bill. The fea; 
1 thers are brown and white, and the 
1 wings large and ſtrong; however, it 
cannot, riſe without difficulty; hug 
when it is up, it flies very high, and 
a long while together. The cthighs are 
covered nin ce which deem to 


7 N 


* bi. 


. Of BIRDS: + T3 
Je glewed to the ſkin ; the feet are 
ery large, divided into three toes, 


more 
y ar rmed with three {tron 8 claws. It lives 
lat I pon fruits, and the fleſh is a oreat de- 


icacy. This bird? 1s improperly cali 
n e . 
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The CASSOWARY, or EMU. 


— 
- 


* 


Tas Cafſowary, or Emu, is a bird, 
which next to the Oſtrich is the 


largeſt and heavieſt of any we know, 


2 1 


Of BIRPS. 15 
t is five feet and a half long, from the 
point of the bill, to the extremity of 
he claws. The legs are two feet and 
a half high, from the belly to the end 
df the claws. The head and neck to- 
rether are a foot and a half, and the. 
argeſt toe, including the claw, is five 
nches long. The claw alone of the 
eaſt toe, is three inches and a half 
n length. The wing is ſo ſmall, that 
t does not appear, it being hid under 
he feathers of the back. 

All the feathers are of the ſame 
kind, contrary to what are ſeen in 
irds that fly; where there are fea- 
bers that ſerve for flight, and others 
to cover the ſkin, The feathers in 
this bird are generally double, haying 
two long ſhafts proceeding from ano- 
ow, cher VETY ſhort one, Which! is faſtened 
to 


VU. 


P 


Y 
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to the ſkin.” Thoſe that are doubls, 
are always of an*unequal length; for 
ſome are fourteen inches long, part 
cularly on the rump: The beards that 
adorn the ſhaft, are from about half 
way to the end very long, and as thick 
as a horſe-hair; without beingiſabdi- 


- vided into kbres. The ſhaft is flat, 


ſhining, black, and knotted below.; 
and from each knot, there proceeds a 
beard : likewiſe, the beards at the end 
of the large feathers are perfectly 
black, and towards the root of a gray 
tawny colour; ſhorter, more ſoft, and 


throwing out fine fibres like down; 
ſo that there is nothing appears, ex- 
'cept the beards, which are hard and 


black, becauſe the other part com- 
Poſed of down'is quite covered. There 


are feathers on the head and neck, 


but 


\ 


— 


„WR Ni r ' uh 


but they ae ſo Mott and'thröly fown; 
that their ſkin appears naked, except 
towards to bind part: of the Head; 
where they are a litthe long.” Tue 
feathers which adorif the rulttÞ lite” e 
tremely thick, but do not. gffer in 
other reſpects from the reſt; e 
their being longer. e 
The wings, when they are deptived 
of their feathers, are but three inches 
long, and thé feathers are like thoſęe 
on the other papts of the body. "The 
ends of the wings are adorned with 
five prickles of different lengths and 
thickneſs, which bend like a bow 
and they are hallow from the fots to 
the very points, only they nabe a *pith 
on the inſide, as in the young feathers 
of other birds. The longeſt of theſe 
prickles is eleven inches, and à quarter 
, C 222008 


18 The Natural Hiftory 
in diameter at the root, being a little 


thicker there than at the extremity ; 


but the points ſeem to be broken off. 
The head appears to be ſmall, like 
that of an Oſtrich, becauſe there are 
no feathers on it; and on the top there 
is a creſt three inches high, like to that 
of a helmet; but it does not cover all 
the top of the head; for it begins a 
little beyond the middle of the crown, 
and ends at the beginning of the bill. 


It is of different colours, for it is 


blackiſh before and behind, and on 
the ſides it is of the colour of bees- 
wax. It is not above a quarter of an 
inch thick at the top, but at the baſe 


It is an inch. Its ſubſtance is very | 
hard, and of the nature of horn, con- 
fiſting of ſeveral * like the horns 


81 an OX, 
That 
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That part of the bill which an ſwers 
to the upper jaw, in other animals, is 
very hard at the edges above; and the 
ſpace between, on each Ane is fut- 
niſned with a membrane, in which are 
holes for the noſtrils, near the extre- 
mity of the bill, which extremity is 
like thatof a Turkey-cock. The end 
of the lower mandible is ſlightly den- 
tated, and the whole is of a grayiſh 
brown, except a green ſpot on each 
ſide. 
There is an internal eye-lid or ſkin, 
which lies towards the great corner of 
the eye, and the lower eye-lid or kin, 


which 4s the largeſt, 1s furniſhed with 


plenty of black hairs. At the battom 
of the upper eye-lid, there is a row of 
ſmall hairs, and above there is ano- 
ther row of black hairs, which look 

C 2 pretty 


20 The Natural; Hiſtory 

pretty much like an eye-brow. The 
hole of the ears very large and opem 
being only covered with ſmall black 
feathers. The ſides of the head; about 
the eye and ear are blue, except the 
middle of the lower eye-lid which is 
white. The neck is of a violet colour 
inclining to that of ſlate; and behind 
it is red in ſeveral places; but chiefly 
about the middle. Theſe red ſpots are 
a little higher than the reſt, on account 
of the wrinkles that run obliquely 
along the neck. About the middle of 
the neck before, at the riſe of the 
large feathers, there are two proceſſes 
formed by the ſkin, which are red, 
and like the wattles of a Hen. They 
are an inch and a half long, and three 


quarters of an inch broad, being round | 


at She end. Their colour is like that 
of 


8 


of Brents:” 5 


of the reſt of the negk, partly red, 
and partly blue. Wy 

Tie rt HDE ESvers che fore part 
af the breaſt, on which this bird leans 
and reſts, is hard, and without feather 
The thighs and legs are covered wit 
feathers, and“ are extremely thick, 
trong,, ſtrait; and. Edycred with ſcales 
of ſeveral ſhapes ; Bud the legs ark 
thicker a little above the Foot, than if 
any other place. The toes are like 
wiſe covered with ſeales,- anch are but 
three in number; for that-whaeh' Gould 
be behind is wantibg. The claw#are 
of a hardſolid 2 black with- 
out, — — 


— KL . —*ð— * 
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The E AG LE. 


=, 


AN Eagle is remarkable for its ſize, 
which generally exceeds that of 
moſt other birds ; and it can never be 
| 1 EE tamed 


and turns into a hook near the end. 


of the back to the end of the tail, is 


Of BIRDS. 23 
tamed like Hawks, in order to putfue 
any game. It is a more majeſtic anjs 
mal than a Vulture, and diger from 
it in the crookedneſs of its beak. 
That of a Vulture does not begin im- 
mediately to bend at the root, but two 
inches from it; for at firſt it is ſtraits 


The Golden Bagle is the largeſt of all 
this kind, the feathers on the body 
are of a tawny, yellowiſh colour, but 
the tail is brown, and the thighs and 
legs are covered with feathers as far 
as the feet; and it weighs twelve 

ounds. Its length, from the point 


three feet nine inches, and the breadth 
is ſix feet when the wings are extend - 
ed: The beak is exceedingly ftrong, 
crooked, and very ſharp: The tongue 

4 18 
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i ff. dend blunt at the end, not un- 


lik * 3, 9.7 Aman: The feathers about 


the.ve ATE hard and of: a ruſty « colour, 
It Bas gur,yery large crooked, talons, 
wath which it ſeizes its prey; and the 
feet arg o £ayellowiſh eur. It. feeds 
upon babes, rabbits, kids, jambs, and 
other. animals. Some affirm it will 
PEEY, ung, young cattle, * ibi is 
ygt certain. 
au kind of, A Golden Eagle —5 found 


in, a wood, Near the river Dermqpts in | 


# V 2 & +4 


eee his tail. er likewils 

> 55 the. neſt, one part of which 
reſt ed upon a rock; and. the other 
upon two birch- trees, T he outlide 
conbted of ſticks, and it was, lined 
within with heath. There was only 


ene young Eagle in the peſt, beſides an 
e addled ; 


s. * „ 


Of B IRS. a 25 


addled egg; near it was the carcaſes of 


a lamb, a hare, and three heathcocks, 


which in ſome meaſure confirms the 


ſtory of a French gentleman, who uſed 
to ſupply his table, at the time of the 
year when Eagles hatched their young, 


with the prey which they brought to 


feed them. This young Eagle was 
maped like a Goſhawk, and was black 
on the back. It weighed as much as 


a gooſe, and had feathers down to:his 


feet, and round {bg tail was a white | 


ring or zone. 
Ie Black Eagle i is twice as big : as a 
Raven, but leſs than the Golden Eagle: 
The jaws and eye-lids are of a dark- 
ich red colour, with few or no feathers 
upon them z, and the eyes are hazle. 


On the middle of the. back, between 


the "I there is a large white ſpot, 
mixed 
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mixed with red feathers, which as it 
approaches near the rump, becomes 
entirely of a darkiſh red. The ſmall 
rows of feathers in the wings are 
like thoſe of a common Buzzard, only 
there 1s a dark ftreak runs croſs the 
prime feathers; and alſo one that is 
"whitiſh, which terminates in an aſh 
colour, at the tip of ' the wings. 
The legs are feathered down a little 
below the knees, and the remaining 
naked part is red, and the talons are 
very long. One of theſe that was ta- 
med, had a black head, neck, and 
breaſt; beſides a large triangular white 
ſpot, with a reddiſh caſt, in which laſt 
particular it agrees with the above 
"deſcription : However, there is ſome 
difference between the feathers of the 
male and female. | 
0 ä The 


the noſtrils are placed, are of a duſky 


the outer edges of the quills are dark- 


0 
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The Crowned Eagle is about a third 
part leſs than the larger ſort of Eagles 
that are natives of Europe; but it ap- 
pears to be ſtrong and bold, like others 


of this kind. The beak, and the ſkin 
that covers the upper jaw in which 


colour, and the corners of the mouth 
are cleft in pretty deep under the eye, 
and are of a yellowifh colour. The 
circles round the pupil of the eyes are 
of a reddiſh orange colour; and the 
fore part of the head and the ſpace 
round the eyes are covered with white 
feathers ſpeckled with black; The 
hinder part of the head and neck, as 
well as the back and wings, are of a 
dark brown, or blackiſh colour; and 
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er than the other feathers of the wings. 
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The ridge i in the upper part of ſome 
of the leſſer covert feathers of the 
wings are white, and the tail is of a 
brown colour, barred a croſs with 
black: The under ſide is of a dark 
and light aſh colour; and the breaſt 
of reddiſh brown, with large tranverſe 


ſpots on its ſides. The belly, and co- 


vert feathers under the tail, are white, 
ſpotted with black, and the thighs and 
legs don to the feet are covered with 
white feathers beautifully ſpotted with 
round black ſpots. The feet and claws 
are ſtrong, the feet being covered with 


ſcales of a bright orange colour; and 
the cla ws are black. It raiſes the fra - 
| thers on. the hinder part of the head 
in the form whence it takes its name. 
5 was brought to London alive from 
Guinea in Afriea a fe years ago. 
„ The 


— 
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The Eagle with a White Tail ef 
Hudſon's Bay, is about the ſize of a 


Turkey cock, and has a crown on its 


head. The neck. is ſhort, the breaſt or 

ſtomach large, the thighs ſtrong, and. 
8 wings very long in proportion 
to the body; they are of a blackiſh 

colour behind; but more light on the 
ſides; and the ſtomach is ſpotted with 
white. The quilt feathers on the wings 

are black, and the tail is white above 
and below, except at the ends of the 
feathers, which are either black or 
brown. The thighs are covered with: 
feathers of a browniſh black, among: 
which, in ſome places there is a white 
down. The legs are covered with a 
ſort of a reddiſh brown as far as the 


feet, on which there are four large 
* toes; three of which are placed 
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before, and the other behind; they 7 
are covered with yellow ſcales, and - 
furniſhed with extremely Rrong and 1. 
ſharp, claws, of a ſhining browniſh f 
black. The White-Tailed Eagle, is ſo 1 
called from the whiteneſs of its tail. 3 
The top of the head is of a whitiſh or 


aſh colour, and the apple of the eye is ) 
black, with a beautiful yellow circle t 
0 

( 


about it. The tail is white, either en- 
tirely, or one half of its length, and is 
made up of twelve feathers. The 
beak is hooked, as in other Eagles, 
and the upper part hangs over the low- | 
er about three quarters of an inch. It | 
is thirty-three inches in length from 
the tip of the break to the end of the 
tail, and its breadth, when the wings 
are ſtretched out, is. fix feet eleven 


inches. One of theſe, that was brought 
do 
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to the market Venice, weighed 
eight pounds and a half. It frequents 


lakes, fens, and marſhy places, and 
feeds upon hares, rabits,fowls and birds; 


vhen hungry it will devour ſnakes, and 


almoſt all ſorts of reptiles. 

The Spotted Eagle, is the ſize of a 
Dunghill Cock, with a yellow ſkin at 
the bottom of the beak, and plumage 
of an iron colour, except at the end 
of the wings, towards the belly ; and 
it is beautified with many oval ſpots, 
The thighs and legs are covered with 


ſmall feathers, even to the very toes. 
The feet are yellow ; the upper part of 


the toes are covered with a ſort of 
ſcales, and the talons are thick and 
crooked. 

The Creſted Eagle of Brefjil, called by 


the natives Urutaurana, has a bead like 
a com- 
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a common Eagle, only more flat on the 
_ top, Where there are two black fea- 
thers, about two inches long, with two 
fmall ones on each ſide, which it can 
ſet up on end, and let falli again at 
pleaſure. The beak is black, but at 
the baſe it is of - a yellowiſh colour, 
and the feet are yellow. The colour 
of the head, wings, and almoſt all the 
upper parts of the» body, is brown 
but the breaſt and belly, thighs and 
legs, even'to the very feet, are white; 
with a mixture of black feathers. Its 
cry is Kep, Kep, like a chicken that has 
loſt the hen. If you throw a bird to 
it, whether aliye or dead, it catches it 
in its talons, and with its beak: pulls 
off the feathers, and then tears it to 
pieces, and ſwallows it, bones and all. 


There is another ſort of a Creſted Ea- 


py ole 
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gle, named. by the Mexicans Uzou- 
auhtli, which is-very large, and whoſe 
beak is yellow at the root, hut black 
elſewhere. - The feet are pale, the 
belly a mixture of 'black and white, 
and the neck, back, and tail black, or 
brown. It is a very fierce animal, for 
if it is exaſperated even while tame, it 
will fly at the perſon that diſturbs it, 
However, it may be brought to be very 
gentle, and made uſe of like a Hawk 
to catch fowls. - 

The Brafilian White- tailed Eagle, is 
about as big as à Gooſe of ſix months 
old, having a thick, kooked beak; 
large ſparkling eyes, a great head, 
yellow legs and feet, crooked long 
black talons, large wings, broad tail, 
and eovered all over with duſky, black - 
ith feathers. The tail is nine inches 

| et D long, 


34 The Natural Hiſtory 
long, of which fix are white, and the 
remaining three black. 
The, Mexican Eagle, is of a middle 
ſize, and part of the body is of a tawny 
blackiſn colour ; but the lower part it 
more pale, and of a fort of a yellowiſh 
colour; and likewiſe the back part of 
the head is pale, but the feot are 
yelloẽẽw. 1 
The Egyptian Baile is ſomewhat 
ſmaller than the Gallen Eagle, of which 
it ſeems to be a ſpecies; tor it differs 
very little either in colour or ſhape, ex- 
cept in the part between the wings on 
the back, which is of a deep green, 
with a ſmall mixture of cheſnut, or 
rather it has a cheſnut caſt. This bird 
is bred in the ſouth part of France and 
Italy, but chiefly in Greece; and fre- 
quently reſorts for its prey to. the 
X mountains 
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mountains near the Danube. They 
feed upon Serpents, Frogs, Toads and 


| Lizards; and will deyour Kids, Lambs, 


Swans and Geeſe. ST 
The Bald Eagle, is of three Kiste, 
They are rather larger than the 
common Eagle, but have no feathers 
on the head and neck, except 2 
ſort of a down of a whitiſh colour 
may be ſo called. The under part of _ 
the beak, and ſides of the face about 
the eye, are covered with a duſky co- 
loured down, and the belly and breaſt 
are of a paliſh cream colour, ſpotted 
with duſky oblong ſpots. The upper 
part of the wings and back are of a 
brown, but the quill feathers on the 
tail are black. The legs and upper 
part of the feet, are of a lead colour, 
and the talons are black, large and 
"0 crooked, | 
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crooked; but not ſo much as thoſe of 
the. common Eagle. The beak is ſtrait 
and black for about half way, but the 
other part turns into a remarkable 
hook, not unlike the common Vulture. 
On the lower part of the neck, beneath 
the down, 1255 is a rough ſort of curl- 
ing feathers, ſtanding up above the 
reſt of the plumage, which have the 
appearance of very fine long briſtles, 
The noftrils are covered with a black 
ſkin, and from the beak to the eyes the 
ſkin is quite naked, and of bluiſh co- 
lour. The iris of the eye is hazel, and 
the pupil black. The legs are cover- 
ed with feathers below the knees, and 
are white on the infide; the middle 
talon is longer than the reſt, and that 
on the outſide is connected to the firſt 


2 of 1 it by a membrane. The crop 
N hangs 
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bangs Fer on the breaſt like a bag, 
and it always ſtands with its wings ex- 
tended. There is a ſort of liquid, 
which is continually dropping from 
the noſtrils, that ſome take to be a 
diſtiuguiſhing mark of this ſort of 
Eagle. 5 
The Bald Eagle of North 3 
breeds continually all the year round; 
for when the young Eagles are juſt co- 
vered with down, and a ſort of white 
woolly feathers, the hen Eagle lays 
again: theſe eggs are left to be hatch- 
ed by the warmth of the young ones 
that continue in the neſt; ſo that the 
flight of one brood makes room for the 
next that are juſt hatched. b hey fly 
very heavily, infomuch that t they can- 
not overtake their prey like other Ear 
les, ; but then they haye aſort« of fh 
D 3 ing 
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and often ſuffers them to take the fiſh; 
which is the more remarkable, becauſe 
they fly ſwifter than the Bald Eagle. 
@ © hey generally attend upon the gun- 
ners in the winter time, and when any 
birds are killed, they often come in for 
their ſhare; and they are ſure of thoſe 
that are wounded, though they can get 


will often ſteal young pigs, and carry 
them alive to his neſt, which is made 
of twigs, ſticks and rubbiſh. It is large 
enongh to fill the body of a cart, and 
is commonly full of naſty bones and 


| tolerably. 

The Peruvian Eagle is Frequently 
Teen in ſeveral parts of the mountains 
of Quito in Peru. It is pretend- 
n * £57 


ing Hawk that attends upon them, 


away from the gunner. This Eagle 


Pieces of carrion, that fink moſt in- 
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ed, that the Americans hold aut to it, 
as a lure, the figure of a child, made 
of very glutinous clay; upon which it 
deſcends with exceflive- rapiuity, aud 
ſtrrkes its pounces into it ſo deep; that 
it cannot after that get away. Labat 
acquaints us, that thoſe WhO have ſeen 
this animal, declare, that the body is 
as large as that of a ſheep; and tht tie 
fleſh is tough, and as Uiſagreeable/as 

carrion. It never is ſeen an foretts; on 
account of the extreme length of its 
wings, becauſe it would not have room 
to fly; but it frequents the ſea fhore 
and the banks of the n . t 
is likely to meet with pre. 4292 


Mr. Strong, the Naser of a hip, 
ſaw a bird ſitting upon 'a high ch& 


near the "ſhore, which ſome of the 
fp 8 n ſhot. They were great - 
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ly ſurprized when they beheld its mags 
nitude; far when the wings were ex- 
tended, they meaſured thirteen feet. 
He enquired: of the Spaniards in thoſe 
parts what it was called, and they told 
him. a Contur. They likewiſe informed 
him, that it was a rapacious bird, and 
they were always in dread leſt it ſhould 
carry off their children. One of the 
quills was two feet four inches long, 
and. the barrel or hollow part was fix 
inches and three quarters; and an inch 
and a halt in circumference. The co- 
Jour was of a dark brown, and it 
weighed three drams and near eighr 
teen grains. | ; 
Theſe Eagles will ever. wk Fe 
ed cattle, and tear them in pieces; and 
two:of them are ſufficient to attack 
and devour a Bull, or a Cane Their 
vl > colour 
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colour is a mixture of white and black, 
and the tail is like a-magpye's. * They 
have a comb on the head ſhaped like 
a razor, and-not toothed like that df 
a cock,” He alſo adds, that they make 
ſuch a noiſe with their wings, when 
they deſcend to the earth, that it is 


enough to deafen any one that hears F. 
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not having their beak turning fee 
Anmediately crooked from the root; 
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for it continues trait the length of 
two inches. They are alſo more lazy 

than an Eagle, and are fond of carrion, 
which the Eagle will not touch. 'How- 
ever, they will likewiſe prey upon live 
ing birds, Kids, Hares and Fawns, 
Their necks are almoſt naked, and 
they fly together i in flocks, The fe- 
male 1s larger than the male, which 
diſtinguiſhes it from all other repaci- 
ous birds. Add to this, that a ſpace 
under the throat, a palm in breadth, 
is not covered with feathers, 'but a 
ſort of hair, not unlike that of a calf ; 
and that the part under the wings is 
cloathed with a ſort of fleece ; 3 which 
circumſtande is peculiar to theſe fort 
of birds, Their legs, as far as the 
| feet, are covered with feathers, which 
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Belon thinks peculiar to Vultures; but 
this is a miſtake. 

The Aſb- coloured V ulture, the Whit 
Vulture, and the Black Vulture, differ 
in nothing from the general diſcripti- 
on, except only in their reſpective co: 
lours : The Boetick Vulture is leſs than 
an Eagle, and is ot a cheſnut colour 
all ever the body. The quills of the 
wings are black, and the feathers on 
the. top of the head are very ſhort ; the 
tail is alſo ſhort, in proportion to the 
length of the wings: The legs are cq: 
vered with feathers as far as the toes, 
and are pretty mort. The neck fea- 
thers are very long and narrow, like 
thoſe about the 1 of dunghy 
cocks, 8 

„The. Hare Pulture,. » called fred 


: preying upon Hares, is ſomewhat leſs 


than 
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than the Golden Vulture, and is of 4 
reddiſh black colour, with yellow feet; 
the beak black and hooked at the end, 
with a large body, broad wings, and a 
long tail, When it is ſtanding or ſit- 
ting, it rears up its creſt like a horn, 
but it Hes quite cloſe to the head when 
it is flying. It is fix feet in breadth; 
and preys upon all ſorts of birds, 
Hares, Rabbits, Foxes and Fawns. It 
makes a great noiſe with its wings, and 
builds its neft upon the higheſt trees 
in woods, as far from towns and vile 
lages as poſſible. Fa 
The Bearded Vulture is of the tze of 
an Eagle, and its length from the tip 
of the bill to the end of the tail is 
three feet four inches; but to the end 
of the Claws two feet eight inches. 
The breadth, when the wings are ex- 
N | tended, 
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tended, is ſeven feet ſix inches, and 
one of the wings when clofed i; 
two feet four inches, and the prime 
quills are more than twenty- - three 
inches in length. The bill. is of a 
purpliſh fleſh colour, but dar ker to- 
wards the point; and from that cor- 
ner of the mouth it is four inches 
long. The upper chap is hooked at 
the end, and not all the way, which is 
the principal diſtinction between the 
Vulture and the Eagle. From the 
root of thc lower chap there hangs a 
remarkable tuft of black feathers, 
and the mouth is blue on the inſide. 
The eyes are placed juſt above the ſlits 
of the mouth, and the circle round 
the eye is of a bright yellow. The 
fides and forepartof the head is black, 
Which encompaſſes the eyes, and ſhews 

them 


i 
0 
: 
} 
þ 
l 
f 
þ 
0 
a 


Of BIRDS. 47 
them to advantage. The noſtrils are 
covered with Riff . black feathers, 
and behind each eye there is a black 
line, which, bends upwards, and they 
both meet on the hinder part of the 
head; there is alſo a daſh of black 
from each corner of the mouth, which 
bends a little downwards, in the form 
of whiſkers. The reſt of the head, 
and the neck, are covered with 
white feathers, which are ſhort on the 


head; bat long, looſe, and pointed on 


the neck, like thoſe of a cock. The 
upper ſide of the neck, the back, 
wings and tail are of a dark colour, 
between brown and black; the feet 


are of a lead colour, the chaws duſky, 


and the middle and outer toes on 
each foot are joined by a ſtrong ſkin. . 
The Golaen are is in many things 


like | 
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58 The Natural Hiſtory — 
like the Golden Eagle, but is larger in 
proportion every way. From the end 
of the beak to that of the tail is four 


feet and a half, and to the end of the 


claws forty- five inches. The length 
of the upper chap is almoſt ſeven 
inches, and the tail is twenty ſeven 
in length. The lower part of the neck, 
breaſt and belly are of a red colour; 
but on the tail it is more faint, and 
e near the head. 

The feathers are black on the back! 
and on the wings and tail of a yellow: 
Hh brown. The toes are of the colour 
of horn. 

The Braſilian A is ofthe big 
neſs of a Kite; it has a long tail, hut 


not ſo long as the wings, and the 


whole plumage of the body is black. 


| The head 1 is ſmall, and covered with a 


e - wrinkled 


„Gass (a 
wrinkled ſkin of divers colours; for 
on the left ſide below the eye it is yel- 
low, above the eye blue, as well as on 
the top of the head. The right ſide, 


above and below the eye, is of a ſaf- 


fron colour, as well as near the top of 
the head; but the remaining part is 
more light. The beak is pretty long, 
very crooked, and covered half way 
with a ſaffron coloured ſkin, which has 


a bluifh caft. In the middle of the 


upper part of the beak there is a wide 
noſtril, with only one hole, and placed 
croſſways. The extreme part of the 


beak, which has no ſkin, is white, and 


the eyes are almoſt of the colour of 


a ruby, with a round black pupil. 


They follow hunters, eſpecially thoſe 
that endeavour to kill beaſts for the 
lake of the hides ; for thoſe people 
f E aban- 
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abandon the carcaſes, which would 


infect the air if it was not for theſe 


birds. As ſoon as they ſee the carcaſe 


thus left, they call their companions 


together, and fall upon it with the ut- 
moſt greedineſs, devouring it almoſt 
in the twinkling of an eye, leaving 
the bones as bare as if the fleſh had 
been ſcraped off with a knife. In ge- 
neral it is a very naſly bird, for it ne- 
ver attacks any living creature, but 


feeds wholly. upon dead bodies. In 


the night time they perch upon trees, 
and in the morning they fly from place 


to place, in ſearch of carrion. 


15 8 in rte parts called the 2 kas 
4 large, black, 'crooked bill, great 


eyes, diſcovers his prey at a very great 


diſtance, the head and under part of 


the beak are of an. aſh colour a little 
varied with dark lines along the ſhaft 
of the feathers, the middle part of. the” 

E 2 fcathers 
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52 The Natural Hiſtory 
feathers next to the tail are blackiſh, 
The leſſer rows of the wing feathers 
a beautiful party-colour, of black, 
red, and white; the,feathers on the 
outſide of the wings red, ſpotted with 
black, the tail broad? and forked at 
the end, of a dark fed, croſſed with 
various ſtroked black upon the ex- 
treme fathers, tlie tips all of a light 
colo r. Fhe legs anch feet are yellow, 
the 0 1s Mic some authors have 
va 
bird ferdes 3s Adder in "ReEErInF" Its 
flight through the air, and that men at 
firſt Jearned the art of ſteering a ſhip 
by it; but this ſeems a meer trifling 
notion that carries no weight in it. 
The Kite is a very bold bird and a 
great deſtroyer of poultry, and is of 


the ame ene diſpoſition as thoſe 
before 


ly prerengg that the tail gf the | 


down like lightning and ſeizes it, 
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before deſcribed; but not equal to 
them in power. It is ſaid when ſhe 
eſpies her prey as ſhe hovers in the air, 
ſhe flies round it in a circular manner, 
{t1]1 falling nearer and nearer, till ſhe 
comes to à proper.diſtance, then darts 


white the creature is ſquatted cloſe to 
the ground in hopes to preſerye itſelf. 
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1 S a bird well known in moſt parts of tir 
England, the breaſt is of a blueilh Ra 
colour, the head, neck, back, and 
upper ſide of the wings are of a dai k- the 
iſh brown; the breaſt and belly of a a 
yeHowiſh white, with pretty thick J pf 
tranverſe black lines, and a black line I 4 
8 | in 
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in the middle down the ſhaſt; the 
thighs are covered with reddiſh fea- 
thers, the legs and feet are yellow, and 
the talons black; the tail is pretty 
tong and broad, of 2 dun colour, with 
ſeveral blackiſh and mottled croſs- 
bars, at ſome diſtance from each other; 
the wings, when cloſed, fall a good 
deal ſhort of the end of the tall, by 
which, and the largeneſs of its fize, it 
is eafily diſtinguihed from other birds 
of this kind. It will ſeize upon Phea- 
ſants, Patridges, young Geeſe, and ſome - 
times larger Faul, and alfo upon 
Rabbits. 

The Sparrow Hawk, is mel about 
the fizerof a common Picton, and has 
a ſhort hooked bill that looks of a 
bluifh.'colour, but is rather black to- 
wards the tip, it's eyes are of a com- 

E + mon 


=> 


55 he Natural Hiſtory 


mon ſize, but it is very ſharp ſighted, 


and quick in eſpying its prey, the top 
of the head is a dark brown colour, 
but above the eyes, on the back part, 
the bottom feathers being almoſt all 
white ; the reſt upon .the wings and 
upper part of the body are all ſpotted 
with a white, or rather a yellowiſh 
dun; the lower part of the body va- 
ries, being in ſome parts whitiſh, in 
others, of a blackiſh or ruſſet colour, 
When the wings are. cloſed, they 


ſcarcely reach half way upon the tail, 


Which is pretty long. It has ſtrong 
thighs, ſlender yellow legs, with long 
toes, and black talons; the eggs at 
the broad end are ſpotted with a ſort of 
red circle in ſpecks of a pretty deep 
colour. It is a very bold couragi- 
ous bird, its prey is birds, generally 

; ) 


1 * 


© 


m 


BW 


Of BIRDS. 57 
of the ſmaller kind; but it will ſome- 


times ſeize upon thoſe that are much 


larger than itſelf. 


The C C K O W. 
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1 S about the ſize of a Sparreau- Haul, 


the upper part of the bill is pretty, 
much hooked over the lower part, and 
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is of a dark or blackiſh colour, the du 
lower part is more inclined to a yellow, 
as is alſo the inſide of the mouth and Pa 
the tongue, which look pretty much of 

the colour of ſaffron, The throat, 5 
and lower part of the body are whitiſh, 

the featHhers'on the head are of à dark || YP 
1 brown, with. the edges inclining to 
5 white. The nec bark, and upper le 


F, os 
8 parts of the body are drown, with a thi 
* reddim ſort of kinctufe or made, || ®" 
cx cent the rump, which is of an aſh to 


Fl colour. Tg feet and claws are yel- | 72 
. low, Win to tes ſtanding back- an 
ward ; his ice is heard At a 5 3 
able diſtance. 2 

This Bird is known to appear at a 
certain ſeaſon oſ the year, and au- 
thors diſagree very much in their ac- 

counts where he takes up his reſidence 

| during 
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during the winter; ſom̃e ſay he lies 


hid in hollow trees, others, that he 
paſſes to warmer climate, as ſoon as 
the ſeaſon here begins to change. 
It feeds i upon caterpillars, and other 
inſects, aud is very fond of preying 
upon the eggs of other birds wherever 
it finds them, This bird builds no 
neſt of her on, but having deſtroyed 
the eggs of ſome other bird, lays her 
own in the ſame neſt, and leaves them 
to the care of the filly bird ſhe has 
robbed to hatch them; which ſhe does, 
and feeds and cheriſhes them as her 


own brood, till they are . to 2 


bor thomſcives, 


The 
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1 8 a lupe eee fowl, a 
ſaid to be near two foot from the 
tip of the bill to the end of the tail, 
it has a ſtrong ſharp black bill, the up- 
per part of which is ſomewhat hook- 
| ed, the lower very near ſtraight, the 
a whole 


- 
JS. — 


whole body is black, but bears a kind 
of bluiſh ſplendor or gloſs, more eſpe- 
cially upôn the tail and wings; the 
belly is of a paler colour, and more in- 
clining to a brown, it has ſtrong limbs 
with large crooked claws, it is {aid by 
ſome. that it will devour living birds 
after the manner of an Hawk, but it 
feeds chiefly upon carrion and dead 
carcaſes, and ſometimes upon fruit 
and inſects; they are found. in moſt 
countries, being a hardy bird that 
bears all changes of weather, and lives 
to the age of forty or fifty years; it 
lays five or ſix eggs of à pale greeniſh 


colour, ſpotted with black. 


The Crow is conſiderably leſs than 
the Raven, and has a ſtreight, ſtrong, 
thick bill, a good deal like the Ra- 
den s, the feathers over the whole 
body 
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bod y are black, only the bottom parts | 


of them rather of a lead colour. It 
feeds: generally upon the dead and 
putrified carcaſes of animals, of al- 
moſt any kind; and will likewiſe de- 
vour birds, . and many ſorts of 
inſects; it builds upon high trees, and 
lays four or five eggs much like the 
Raven's, but not ſo large, This Bir 
is ſaid to have a very fagacious ſcent} 
inſomuch that will ſmell: gunpowder 
at a ane ſo chat it as 
difficult to dont itt. 
The Rpok is ſomething Lager: than 
the Crow, and may be diſtinguiſhed 
by their bills, the Rook's being of a 
whitiſh colour; it is of a brighter 
black than the Crow, they feed upon 
carrion, but generally upon graſs, 
Cs; corn, hay-ſeed, &c. at places 
where 
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where cattle have been foddered. They 
generally build in great numbers toge- 
ther upon high trees about gentlemen's 
houſes, who are not diſpleaſed with the 
noiſe they make in the breeding time. 

The Fackdaw is not fo large as the 
common Crow, the head is large, and 
the bill ſtrong, the back part of the 
head to the middle of the neck, 
the breaſt and the belly incline to a 
dark lead, or aſh colour; the other 
plumage a black, the fore part of the 
head deeper than the reſt; a kind of 
bluiſh caſt or gloſs is ſpread over the 


whole. It feeds upon inſects, nuts, 


ſeed, &c. and is a great deſtroyer of 
ſome ſorts of fruit, they are frequently 
found about old buildings, antient 
caſtles, towers, cliffs, ſtone walls and 


other deſolate, and ruinous places 
where 
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where they build their neſts and lay 
uſually five or ſix eggs, ſmallec, paler, 
and with fewer ſpots upon them than 
the Crow's The Fackdaw: is a cun- 
ning ſubtfe bird, and is frequently 
taught to imitate the human voice; 
it's common voice is pretty much the 
ſame as the Rook's. 11077 lid 


the M'A'GPIE. 


„ 


S of the ſize of the Fackdaw, and is 
ſo well known that a long deſcrip- 
tion will be unneceſſary ; it has a large 
white ſpot upon the breaſt, the ſides 
of the body, and a part of the wings 
are alſo white; the reſt of the body is 
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of a blackiſh colour; it has a long tail, 
ſhort wings, and naturally makes a 
cackling noiſe, and is eaſily, and fre. 
quently taught to talk, which ſome of 
them will do vety plain; it is a crafty 
miſchievous ſort of bird, feeds upon 
grain, fruits, and ſometimes upoh car- 
rion; it builds ſometimes upon high 


trees, and lometimes in thick haw⸗ 
thorn hedges, feneing its neſt, on the 
out fide, both above, and below; with 
; ſharp thorns, leaving only a paſſage on 
the ſide, to go in and out at 
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Weft Indies, from whence they are 1 


brought into moſt parts of Europe; 141 
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they cannot bear the cold like many 
other birds, ſo that Ant the win- 

eſſary t to keep them worm. It bas þ 
karge head, with a frong black bill 
tire body. is of a gray, or lead colour 
with ſome lighter ſpots about the 
head, the end of the tail of a beauti- 
Ful red. It is obferved by natutaliſts 
that only the Parrot and the Crocodile 
nove the upper ja, as other animals 
Ho their lower. The feet are different 
From maſt other birds, having two 
toes ſanding forward and two back- 
ward; many of thefe birds will very 
ckitinctly learn to imitate the voice of 


2 Nan, pronommeing n variety of 
words ſo as to be perfectly underſtood. 


| The 
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- 


S about the ſize of a Pigeon, has a 
hooked, white bill, about an inch 


and a half long, very well adapted for 


ns it's prey, which is chiefly frogs, 
; F 3 mice, 
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mice, rats, and young pigeons ; there 
is ſomething in the figure, ſhape and 
voice of theſe birds that inſpires all 


that fee them or hear their diſmal. 


cries, with a kind of a terror and ſur- 
prize, and diſcovers in them a pgloo- 
my, ſullen, ſavage diſpoſition, which 
appears like a ſettled averſion, (paint- 
ed in their features) againſt all Other 
birds and animals. 


It has &-white wreath of downy (oft 


feathers, encircled with ſome of a 
more yellow colour, that begin on 
each fide of the noſtrils, and paſs un- 
der the bill, and round the eyes, 
which bear ſome diftant reſemhlance 
to a fort of hoods, formerly worn by 
Momen; the eyes of the Bird ſeem ta 
be ſunk, or loit amidit the feathers. 
The belly, breaſts, and inſide of the 
wings, 


QfrBDLRNS >. 23> 


are white, with freckled, or dark 
coloured. ſpots; the reſt of the body, 
but more eſpecially the covert feathers 
of the wings, are more ſpeckled, and 
have a-greater variety of thades and 
colours: the legs are covered with a 
thick, ſoft 4065 n, as Jow as the feet; - 
the toc Daly 8 

Theſe Bards frequent old barns, un- 
inhabited houſes, antient towers, ar 
caſtles, the cliffs of rocks, and hollow 
trees, and are very; rarely ſeen till af. 
ter Sur 7 ; 
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The PHEASANT. 


I S a hs Tow and is very much 
eſteemed here in England, not only 
for the ſcarcity, but the fine taſte of 
t's fleſh; he is found in the woods in 
ſeveral parts of England, as Somerſet- 
ſhire, Glouceſterſhire, &c. his beak is 
; 8 of 
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of a horney colour, about two inches 
long, crooked at the end, the upper 
part hanging over the other, with lie- 
tle fleſhy membranes, on each fide; 
the top of the head is of a ſhining chef: 
nut colour, with a curious ſpot be- 


"hind of a crimſon, near the beak is 


green, thi colours of the head look 
very beaufifu), and the ſhades have a 
delightſul appearance from the reflec- 
tion of the fam; the feathers on the 
back part of the neck down to the 
breaſt are of three — ggjourr, 
beautifully fhaged, or mixed tag 
the one almaſt of à cheſuut thee 
of gold, ind thelk# green; 2 = 
thers on the back of a black and fad 
red mixed, which looks like a ſort of 


flame colour at a diſtance ; he has a 


pretty long tail The female is no- 


thing 
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thing like ſo beautiful as the cock, 
but is pretty near the colour ot Py 


Quail. 


Ter PEACOCK. 


I.. is a beautiful large fowl; the 
head, neck, and breaſt are of a fine. 


Ky, blue, or rather ſaphire colour; 
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the head is very ſmall in proportion 
to the body, but longith, he 1s adorn- 
ed with two whitiſh oblong ſpots 
on his head, one of which: reaches 
the upper part of the eye lids; the 
other, underneath, is ſhorter and. 
broader. He has a ſmall plume or tuft 
of naked feathers on his head, of a 
greeniſh colour, The beak is bluiſh, 
and gapes remarkably. His neck is. 
long and ſlender; the back is of a 
light aſh colour, interſperſed with tran- 
verſe blackiſh ſpots. The tail is di- 
vided, and when the cock courts the hen 
he ſpreads it over his back in a circu- 


| Jar form; ſome of the feathers being 
four feet in length, and when ſpread 


have a beautiful mixture of green, 
blue, and gold colour, &c. which form 
a very agreeable figure; the feathers 

| being 
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being from one end to the other a- 
dorned with the reſemblance of half- 
moons. This beautiful Bird is reck- 
oned bad food, being very tough, 
ſtrong, &c. there appears in the fe- 
male but little variety of colours, the 
wings, back, belly, legs and thighs be- 
ing of a dark aſh colour, the top of 
the head alſo is pretty much the ſame. 
One cock will ſerve five hens ; they be- 
gin to breed in February, and conti- 
nue to do fo till the end of April; as 
to the number of egs, authors do not 
agree, but they generally lay eight or 
nine at a their firſt laying, and about 
twelve the ſecond; they breed but twice 
a year, and will live (barring acci- 
dents) twenty-five or thirty years; 
they fly but little on account of the 
length of their tails; they are kept in 
DE : moſt 
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a- | moſt parts of England out - gentle- 
It. men's houſes moe for their beauty 
k. than any real uſefulneſs, 


"A The TURKEY COCK. 


of x 
e. 4 
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S near as tall as the Peacock, his 
head and neck are covered with 
a ſort of purple- coloured kin, with 
ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely any feathers at all upon them. 
The feathers on his body, are, many of 
them, white at the end, reſembling 

thoſe of a Hawk. The legs are long, 

the toes and claws are ſcarceiy to be 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of a Dung bill 
| Cock, Their chickens are very tender, 
| and muſt be reared with a great deal 
of care, I'bey thrive beſt in warm 
climates, and eannot well bear cold 
ones, till they are grown up and ih- 
+ nured to them by uſe. Their fle ſn is 
* pleaſant, and yields a laſting 
nouriſhment, if well concotted, | 
; This fowl is very ſubject to be 
moved, and proyoked at the ſight of 
any red colour, to which it ſeems to 
have a particular antipathy. 


The 
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The CRANE. | 


bodied Fowl, weighing ſome- 
times ten pounds, Its neck and legs 
be 8 / | are 


HE Heron, or Crane, is a large- 
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are very long. The top of the Head 
is black; from the bill to the hinder 
part covered with black hairs or briſ- 
tles, rather than Feathers. The throat 
and ſides of the neck are of a black 
hne. The back, ſhoulders, covert fen. 
ithers of the wings, breaſt, and all the 
belly, and thighs, are aſh-colour'd. 
In the fen countries in Linconſhire, 
and Cambridgeſhire, there are great 
flocks of Cranes ; but whether or 30 
they breed in England is not certainly 


known. Tho' the Crane is a water- | 


* fowl, yet it is thought not to feed at 
all upon fiſh, but only upon herbs, 
grain, and ſeeds of divers ſorts; and 
Alfo upon Inſects. The fleſh of theſe 
fowls, is very ſavoury, and well- taſted, 
not to ſay delicate. 6: A 
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cog The Balearic Crane is, in the ſhape 
iſ. of its body, like a Stork. It hath up- 
—_ on it head a thick round creſt, made 

up with briſtles, ſpread every way like 
the briſtles of a common hedge- 
55 hog; by which note it may at firſt 
4 ſight be known from all other birds. 


5 It is found in the country near Cape 
1 Verde, For bigneſs it is equal to o 
10 country Crane. This bird rooſts afe 
| ter the manner of a Peacock, whoſe 
* voice and conditions it alſo tmitates. 
PP | It ſeeds upon herbs, and together 


ley, and other grain. 


A with Hens and Peacocks, u ai . 


a The Common Heron is, om . tip 


thirty-eight inches. 


G 


of the bill to the end of the cla ws, four 
feet long; to the end of the tail, about 
It ' bath a black 


creſt on Mu head four inches bigb. 
The 
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The feathers on the crown of the head 
and the chin are white. The neck, 
white and aſh colour'd, tinctured with 
red. The throat white, being delicate- 
ly painted with black ſpots, The breaſt, 
back, and wings are rio, Je 
to yellow, aſh, and black. It feeds 
upon fiſhes, frogs, &c. Herons. build 
ſometimes on the tops of great trees, 
like: rooks, and for the moſt part 
many together, 

The Lefer. A/b- dal Heron, called 
by the Germans, the Night-Raven, Is 
leſſer. than the common Heron, and 
hath a ſhorter neck. Its back. and 
crown are black; its neck aſh-colour'd; 
its throat and belly tinctured with 


yellow. A white line i is extended from 
the eyes to the bill. From the hin- 


der part of the head it hath a creſt of 
three 
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three feathers, five inches long, hang- 
ing down over the back; whereby it 
differs from all other birds. Its wings 


-zn-zfr=cotour;"1ts hi 


Hack; ; its legs and feet of a yellowiſh 
green. 


This bird is called the Night- 
aven, becauſe. in the night-time it 


ries with an uncouth voice, like one 
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S W A N. 


The - 


HE Tame Swan is much the big- 
geſt of all web-footed water-fowl, 
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with broad bills; ſome of them weigh- 
ing about twenty pounds. The whole 
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Of BIRDS. 85 
body is covered with ſoft delicate 
plumage, in the old ones purelywhite, 
in the young grey. It is a very long- 
liv'd fowl, ſo that it is thought to at- 
tain the age of three hundred years, 
which by ſome. has been doubted of. 
My author ſays, for his part, he could 
caſily be induced to believe it; for 
that he had been aſſured, by credi- 
hle perſons, that a Gooſe will live an 
hundred years, or more. But that a 
Swan, is much longer-liv'd than a 
Goole, he bringeth many convincing 
arguments to prove. The Swan feeds 
not upon fiſh, but upon herbs grow- 
ing in the water, and their roots and 


ſeeds, or upon worms and other in- 


ſects, and ſhell-fiſh. Its fleſh is black, 
hard and tough, being no deſirable 


dainty, yet for its rarity, ſerves as 
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4 difh to adorn great men's tables 


at feaſts and entertainments. It lays 
ſeven or eight eggs, and fits near two 
months before its young” ones are 
hatcht. 

The Tame Gooſe I ſhall ſay but little 
of, it being well known in all nations. 
It is leſs than a Swan, but bigger than 
a Duck. The colour in theſe, as in 
other tame birds, is various; in ſome 
brown, in ſome white, &c. When it is 
angry, it hiſſes like a ſerpent. It is 
very long lived, as has been mention- 
ed in the deſcription of the Swan. 

The Tame Duck 1s as well, or better 


known, than thE Gooſe. And the 


Swan differs from both only in being 
bigger. 
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( 3 


1 HE Wigeon or Whexer, weighs 
about twenty-two ounces. The 
head, and upper end of the neck, are 
red; the crown towards the bill is of 
a faint colour, from red inclining to a 
I yellowiſh 
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yellowiſh white. The upper part of 
the breaſt and ſides, as far as the wings, 


is beautified with a very fair tincture, 
of a reddiſh colour, with ſmall, tranſ. 


verſe, black lines. The middle of the 
back is brown. It feeds upon graſs 
and weeds, growing in the bottom of 
the Rivers, Lakes, Sc. The fleſh of it, 
for delicacy, is much inferior to that 
of a Teal, or indeed to the wild Duck. 


/ 
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HE Grey Plawer is about the ſize 
of the former. Its head, back, 
and leſſer covert feather ot the wings 
are black, with tips of a greeniſh 
grey; the chin is white; the thrbat 
ſpotted with brown or duſky Tpots ; 


the breaſt, belly, and thighs, are 


white 
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90 The Natural Hiſtory 
white. The fleſh alſo of this bird is 
very tender, ſavoury, and delicate; 


and in no leſs eſteem than that of the 
former. 


e M O OR H E N. 


HE common Water-Hen, or Moor- 


Hey, is bigger than the Plover. 
The breaſt is of a lead colour; the 


belly inelining to grey, or 'aſh colour; 
| | the 


rd 


the beak all over blackiſh. As it ſwims, 
or walks, it often flirts up its tail. It 
will feed very fat. Its fleſh is well 
taſted, and even comparable to that of 
the Teal. It lives about Moats and 
green Pools of water near Gentle- 
men's Houſes, It flies with its feet 
hanging down. Tt builds upon low 
trees. and ſhrubs by the water fide, 
breeding twice or three times a ſum- 
mer. Its eggs are white, with a 
tincture of green ſpotted with 
reddiſh ſpots. It ſtrikes with its bill 
like an Hen. It feeds upon water-in- 
ſects that it finds among the weeds, 
and on graſſy banks and borders near 
waters. 
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HE Teal is the leaſt of the duck- 
kind, weighing only twelve 
ounces. The breaſt and belly are of 
a ſordid white or grey colour; the 
back, and ſides under the wings, are 


and 
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and blaek; the wings are all over 
brown ; the tail likewiſe is of a brown 
or duſky colour. This bird, for the 
delicate taſte of his fleſh, and the 
wholefome nouriſhment it affords the 
body, moſt deſervedly challenges the 
firſt place among thoſe of its kind, 


f 8 


z 
: 


— 4 


— D * — — * — — Y — — . 
— *, s Y E ” N 4 * 
A Þ — 8 x _— .» WITS Pon N * p 1 * 2 
8 LE” N way 7 COS v> . , 2 pe p "LY g 
pw M D W e r * 1 _ A 4 +. 
4 8 3 „ 1 R 5 
_ ©, 4 
\ i l l — _ - N of | - 


«> _ 
<> 


= * IU 
yu 2 = Fy + — 82 4 $4 A. es * 8 1 2 
3 - 22 ” -- = I — * 


8 
+ 58 
_ 
'# 
5 
5 — 
8 1 
= 
5 
.* 
HZ 


— — — 16 
* * 


7 bs iT k 
n . 
FP 
q F #7 
TJ 
” 
; 
- bx 
2 — 


- Sen. 


94 The Natural Hiſtory 


De L APWIN G. 


* E Lapwing is a bird in all 
Countries well known, and every 
where to be met with, In the North 


of 


of England they call it Pe- abit from 
its cry. It is of the higneſs of a 
common Pigeon, It lays four or hve 
eggs, of a dirty yellow, all over paint- 
ed with great black ſpots, and ſtrokes. 
It builds its neſt on the ground, in the 
middle of ſome Field or Heath, open 
and expoſed to view, laying only ſome 
. few ſtraws, or twiggs, under the eggs; 
the neſt cannot be ſeen, the eggs be- 
ing ſo like in colour to the ground on 
which they lie, it is not eaſy to find 
them, thode they lie ſo open. The 

young, ſo ſoon as they are hatcht, in- 
ſtantly forſake the neſt, running away 
with the ſhells upon their backs; for 
they are covered with a thick down, 
and follow the old ones like chickens. 
They ſay, a Lapaving, the further you 
are from her neſt, the more clamorous 
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ſhe is, the nearer you are to it, the 
quieter ſhe is, and leſs concerned ſhe 
ſeems, that the may draw you from 
the true place, and induce you to 
think i it is where it is nor. 
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of Birds. 


The 


HE Tyhruſb, in the colour and 
ſpots of the breaſt and belly, 


agrees with the Miſle-Bird ; for the 
ſpots are duſky, the breaſt 18 yellowiſh, 
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the belly white, the upper ſurface of 
the body is all over duſky, with a mix- 
ture of yellow in the wings. The 
cock cannot be known from the hen 
by its colour. It abides all the year, 
and breeds with us in England. It 
buiids its neſt outwardly of earth, 


with clay; laying its eggs and hatching 
its young upon the bare clay. It lays at 
one ſitting five or {ix eggs of a bluiſh 
green colour, ſpeckled with a few ſmall 
black ſpots. In the ſpring-time it fits 


upon trees, and ſings moſt ſweetly ; it 
builds in Hedges or Buches. 


A 


moſs and ſtraws, and within daubs ith” 
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The KING IS H E R. 


0 


| * King -Fiſber is ſomething big- 
ger than the ſparrow. The chin 
- is white with a certain mixture of red 
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the middle alſo of the breaſt, or belly, 


3s of the like colour. The lower belly 
under the tail is of a deep red, as are 
alſo the ſides and feathers under the 
wings. The breaſt is red, the out- 
moſt borders of the feathers being of 
a dirty bluiſh green. From the neck, 
to the tail, it is of a moſt lovely bright, 
but plale blue, which by its ſplendor 
is ſaid to hurt their eyes that look 


long and intently upon it. 


The 


bu. 
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The PART RID GE. 


51 HE Partridge is in weight about 


fourteen ounces. The chin, and 
ſides of the head, are of a deep yellow 
or ſaffron colour. The cock has on 
his breaſt a red mark of a ſemi-circu- 


lar figure, reſembling an horſe ſhoe. 
The hen has not ſo much red on her 
breaſt ; below the chin, as far as the 


horſe ſhoe mark, it is of a bluiſh aſh 
colour adorned with black lines run- 
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ning acroſs ; the upper ſide of the body 
is party-coloured, of red, aſh, and 
black. It feeds upon ants, and eggs, 
the grains of corn, and alſo upon 
green leaves. It layeth ſixteen or 
eighteen eggs cer it fits. In winter- 
time Partrisges fly in company, for 
they are of that nature, that they 
breed, and bring up fifteen or ſix- 


teen together, which company all the 


winter with the old ones; but in the 
ſpring- time, when they pair together, 
they fly by two and two; for then the 
old ones beat away the young from 
them. | 


The 


ven inches. The colour of the breaſt 
and belly are of a dirty yellow, the 


of Birds. 


The QU AI L. 


\HE Quail is the leaſt bird in this ö Mi 


kind, being in length about ſe- 


throat hath a little mixture of red. 
The head is black, the edges of the 
feathers being reddiſh. The middle 
part of each covert feather of the back, 


e H 4. and 
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and lower part of the neck, is marked 
with yellowiſh ſtrokes. The wings 
are of a duſky colour, croſſed with 
pale red lines. The tail is not above 
an inch and a half long. Pheaſants, 
Partridges, Quails, and ſome other 
birds, are taken by a net, by the help 
of a dog trained up for this ſport, 
who finds out the birds, and when he 
ſees them, either ſtands ſtill, or lies 
down on his belly, not going very 
near them, leſt he ſhould ſpring them; 
but, looking back on the Fowler his 
maſter, wags his tail, by which the 
Fowler knqws, that the birds are near 
the dog, and ſo he and his aſſiſtant 
run with the net, and cover both birds 


and dog. 


Of Birds. 105 


TAME PTT 


O F Tame Pigeons there are divers 
ſorts, which vary very much in 
colour, as do moſt other domeſtic 
birds; and therefore I ſhall conteut 
myſelf with little more than the bare 
mention of the names of ſome of 
them, they being generally well known. 
The Runt may be diſtinguiſhed by 
the greater and leſſer; the greater is 
| more 


106 The Natural Hiſtory 


more ſluggiſh, and of flower flight. 
The leſſer is a better breeder, more 
nimble, and of a ſwifter flight. 

The Cropper, ſo called, becauſe it 
ean, and uſually does, by attracting 
the air, blow up its crop to that 
ſtrange bigneſs, that it exceeds the 
bulk of the whole body. 

The Broad tailed Shaker, called Shak- 
er, becauſe it does almoſt conftantly 
make, or wag its head and neck up 
and down. There is the -Narrow- 
tailed Shaker, that differs only in the 
E -narrowneſs of its tail, as the name 
imports. 

The Carrier is of equal bigneſs with 
a common Pigeon, or ſomewhat leſs, 
of a dark blue or blackiſh colour. It 
is ſaid, that Carriers have been, and 
are made uſe of, to convey letters to 
and 


— 
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and fro'; chiefly in the Turkiſh Em- 1 
pire. For the nature of theſe birds is 


ſuch, that tho” carried far away, they , I 


will return ſpeedily thither where ei- 
ther themſelves were bred, or brought 
up. or where they had hatched and 
brought up young. 

The Tumbler is a ſmall ſort of a 
Pigeon. Tumblers are of divers co- 
lours ; they have ftrange motions, turn- 
ing themſelves backward over their 
heads, and ſhew like foot- balls in 
the air. 

The L:ight- Horſeman is a baſtard kind, 
of one parent a Cropper, and other a 
Carrier; and ſo it partakes of both, 
as appears by the wattles of its bill, 
and its ſwoolen throat. Light-Horſe- 
men are the beſt breeders of all; and 


will not lightly forſake any houſe to 
which 
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which they have been accuſtomed. It 
is ſaid, that a pigeon will breed for 
twenty years; and if it receives no 
hurt, live about thirty years. 
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HE Weds: bs ſomewhat leſs. 
than a Partridge. Theupper fide 


of the body is party-coloured, of red, 
black, | 


| 
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black, and grey, very beautiful to be- 


hold; from the bill almoſt to the mid- 
dle of the head, it is of a reddiſh aſh- 
colour. The breaſt and belly are grey, 
with tranſverſe brown lines; under 


the tail, it is ſomewhat yellowiſh; 


the chin is white, with a tincture 
of yellow. MWoodcocks are birds of 
paſſage, coming over into England 
in Autumn, departing again the be- 

ginning of Spring; yet pair before 
they go, flying two together, a male 
and female. They frequent moiſt 
Woods and rivulets near Hedges. 
They are ſaid both to come and fly 
away in a miſt. Woodcocks fleſh, for the 
delicacy of its taſte is in high eſteem. 
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fly away into other Countries. 
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The Snipe or Snite weighs about four 
ounces. A pale red line divides the 
head in the middle long-ways ; the 
chin under the bill is white, the neck 
is mingled of brown. and red; the 
breaft and belly are almoſt white; the 
back and wings are of a duſky colour. 
Its fleſ is tender, ſweet, and of an 
excellent reliſn. It lives eſpecially on 
the fatty humour it ſucks out of the 
earth, but feeds alſo upon worms, and 
other inſeds. It ſeeks its food in 
moiſt and fenny places, rivulets, &c. 


where alſo it hides itſelf; ſo that it is 


very hard to find or eſpy it. Some 
Snipes abide with us all the ſummer, 


build in our moors and marſhes, lay- 


ing four or five egys at a breeding 
time ; the greateſt part leave us, and 


The 
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he The -C O CK 


| Tus common Cock being ſo well 
| known, it will be but loſt labour 

to beſtow any words about it. It is 

ſo courageous and high-ſpirited a bird, 
| that if of a good breed, it will rather 
die than yield; and being a moſt w t- 
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cherous bird, doth ſuddenly grow old, 
and ſeldom liveth above ten years. It 
hath been delivered and received by 
antients and moderns, with unanimous 
conſent and approbation, that the lion 
is afraid of a Cock, cannot endure the 
fight of him, yea 1s terrified by his 


'very crowing; and divers reaſons 


ſought and aſſigned for this antipathy; 
whereas the thing itſelf is by expe- 
rience found to be falſe, 


The 


). 


Tie BLACKBIRD. 


T* HE common Blackbird is little or 

nothing leſs than à Fieldfare. 
The cock whiſtles and fings very plea- 
ſantly all the ſpring and ſummer-time. 
The Blackbird builds her neft very ar- 
tificially, without-ſide of moſs, ſlender 
twigs, bents cemented or joined to- 
gether with clay, daubing it alſo all 


over within-ſide with clay, and co- 
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vering the clay with ſmall ſtraws, 
bents, hair, or other ſoft matter, up- 
on which ſhe lays her eggs. She lays 
four or five eggs, of a bluiſh green 
colour, ſpotted. 


The ROBIN-RE D-B RE AS T. 


HE Robin-Red-Breaft is a bird fo 
well known in almoſt all coun- 
tries, that but little need be ſaid of 
it. In W to ſeek food, it 
enters 


Cy 
* 


of Birds. "IS 


enters into. houſes with much confi. 
dence, being a very bold bird, ſoci- 
able, and familiar with man. In the 
ſummer- time, when there is plenty of 


food in the woods, it withdraws itſelf 


in the moſt deſert places. It is a ſoli- 
tary bird, and feeds fignly ; whence 
the Proverb took its riſe, one ſbrub doth 
not produce two Robin-Red-Breafis. It 
feeds upon inſects, apts eggs, crumbs 
of bread, &c. For a ſong-bird, it 1s, 
by ſome, eſteemed little inferior to the 
Nightingale. The male may be dif- 
tinguiſhed from the female, by the co- 
lour of his legs, which are blacker : 
and by certain hairs which grow on 
each fide his bill, and his breaſt being 
of a deeper red. 
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The | S K V- LA R K. 


1 are diſtinguiſhed from 

other ſorts of birds, x. By their 
long heel or claw of the back toe, 
which is the characteriſtic mark of 
theſe birds. 2. By the earthy colour 
of their feathers. 3 By their ſinging 
as they fly, BSE up in the air. 
The common Sky-Lark is not bigger 


* a Houſe-Sparrow, yet longer- 
5 bodied. 
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hodied. It builds its neſt ſometimes 
in plain open ground, under ſome 
graſs; and though in winter we ſee 
great flocks of them, yet we find the 
feweſt of their neſts of any birds that 
Jare ſo plentiful. It breeds thrice in a 


ear, May, July, and Auguſt, rearing 


her young very ſuddenly ; ſo that, if 
vou have a neſt, you muſt take them 
as ſoon as they are ſpoonfeathered, or 
: | elſe you run the riſque of loſing them, 
for they will get them gone of a ſud- 


den. The young nefthngs may be 


brought up almoſt with any meat; 
but if you give them ſheep's heart and 
eggs chopt together, till they are about 
three weeks old, it will not be amiſs; 
and when they come to eat alone, give 
them _ oatmeal, hempſeed and bread 


mixed together, with a little egg. 
12 The 


b 2 
F 


trees. 6. It is leſs than the common 
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The Wodd-Lark is diſtinguiſhed fro 
the common Lark by the followin 
marks. 1. Whiſtling like a Blackbirc 
2. Acircle of white feathers encom 
paſſing the head, from eye to eye cem 
like a crown or wreath. 3. The firſt the 
or outmoſt feather of the wing being hi 
much ſhorter than the ſecond, whereas * 
in the common Lark it is near equal. thi. 
4. The outmoſt feathers of the tail not 


have a white tip. 5. That it fits upon me 
5. 


rank 
large 


wind 


Lark, but hath a ſhorter, thicker, or de 
rounder body, for its bigneſs. The b. 
Wood-Lark is comparable to the Night- Þ 
ingale for ſinging, and by ſome pre- 
ferred before it. It 1s a very tender 
bird, and yet breeds the fooneſt of any 
in England. It builds moſt common- 
ly in the Jays, where the grails 1 is pretty 
rank, - 
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tank, and is grown ruſſet, under ſome 
win large turf, to ſhelter its neſt from the 
wind and weather. 

com The Crefted-Lark differs from the 
eye common Lark. 1. In bigneſs. 2. In 
arſtWthe creſt. 3. In the colour of the back, 
eing which is ſpotted, and not ſo beautiful. 
reas ; 4. In the meaſure of the tail, which in 
ual, this bird is ſhorter. 5. In that ſoars 
tail 0 not ſo much in the air; and when it 
on © mounts up, ſtays not ſo long there. 
on 5. That it flies not in flocks, as they 
or ©] do. Laſtly, it is frequently ſeen about 
he banks of lakes and rivers. 
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Hg is the prince of ſinging birds Wl Bc 
known in thele climates ; he is of Hex 
the bigneſs of a Goldfinch, but rather th 
longer bodied : His colour on the head th 
and back is deep gold, with a partial II a 

mixture of green, like the redwing; 
the 


The NIGHTIN GAL E. 
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the tail of a deepiſh red, the belly 
rhite; and the parts under the wings, 
together with the breaſt and throat, 
ire of a darker colour, with a greeniſh 
tincture, For this bird is chiefly 
known by his ſinging by night, when 
all his fellow inhabitants of the air 
are gone to rooſt, and his voice is 
melodious to a Proverb; he ſeldom 
ings near his neſt, for fear of diſco- 
vering it. The month of May 1s the 
time of breeding; the neſt being made 
| of leaves, ſtraw, and moſs; aud the 
hen generally lays four or five eggs. 


| Both the male and the female are 


exceedingly impatient of cold, and 
therefore in winter time either hide 


themſelves in lurking-places, or fly 


away into warmer climates. 
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| Tus bird is ſo exceedingly decile 

| and imitative, that he may be 
quickly taught to'repeat the ſound 

of any wind-inſtrument, or the whif- | 

tle of a man, with the greateſt exact- 


neſs; and his voice is ſo melodious, 
that 
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that (except the Nightingale or the 
Linnet) he has no equal. The head, 
in proportion to the body, is large; 
in the male, a beautiful ſcarlet or 
crimſon colour adorns the breaſt, 
throat, and jaws, as far as the eyes; 
de crown of the head 1s black, 
(from whence, in the northern-coun- 
ties of England, he 1s called a Blacks 
Cap); the rump and the tail are 
white on the inſide, and black, on = 
the outſide z and the neck and back 
are grey, with a certain tincture of E 
red. The cock and hen are of an 
cile equal bigneſs, only that the former 
be has a flatter crown, and greatly excels | 
ind the latter in the beautiful colouring | 
dif- Hof his Plumage, 
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